
 
MINUTES 

RICHFIELD TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

February 4th, 2025 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: by John Hemingway at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Hemingway, Harris, Pennington, Hunt  
 
ABSENT:  Williams, Kitchen, Hodge 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ethan Willson, Chuck Willson, Alexandria Gates, Kristine Willson, John Minto,           
Claire Minto, Blake Harris 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL: Hunt makes a motion to approve the agenda, Pennington supports 
   Hemmingway calls for a vote: Aye: 4 Nay; 0 Motion carries 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES APPROVAL: Hunt makes a motion to approve previous minutes, Pennington supports 
motion.  Hemmingway calls for a vote: Aye: 4 Nay: 0; Motion Carries 
 
ACTION ITEMS:  
 

1) Special Land Use: RTSLU-02-25-01; Willson, Ethan & Kristine; 16-29-400-012; 4243 N. Gale Rd 
Davison.  Requesting a Special Land Use to offer their property as a photography location.    

2) Renewal of Dog Kennel Permit DK-73-3; located at 7070 E. carpenter Rd; 16-30-100-001 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 Open public hearing 7:32 
 Mrs. Willson presents to the board members an overview of her business plan that was submitted with the 
application to request the Special Land Use.  She mentions that the appointments for the photo shoots will be 
staggered in a way to avoid client and parking congestion.  Mrs. Willson mentions that she will have stagging areas 
on the property which includes plans to construct a “glass house” and renovating a current pole barn and 
landscaping.  Alexandria Gates, a local photographer addresses the board on behalf of Mrs. Willson as well 
expressing the need for local locations.   
 Mr. Covert addresses the board to explain that a Home Occupation doesn’t fit as it’s outlined in our 
Ordinance, but a Special Land Use does.  Mr. Covert suggests the board consider a privacy fence be installed in 
consideration of the surrounding neighbors.  Mr. Pennigton inquires about a sign for the business.  Mrs. Willson 
says something small in the yard.  Mr. Hemingway informs Mrs. Willson that there is a sign ordinance and 
permitting required.   
Hemingway asks for last comments from the audience.  
 
 Public Hearing Closed 7:40 
 
 Harris makes a motion to approve the requested Special Land Use to offer their property as a photography location.  
Harris includes that hours of operation are approved as 9am – 7 pm 7 days a week or as presented in the business 
plan.  Harris includes that the sign for the business must comply with Richfield Township Ordinance.  Mr. Harris 
did not find it necessary to require installation of a Privacy fence at this time.    
 
Hunt Supports the motion. 
Hemmingway calls for a vote.  Aye- 4 Nay-0 
Motion passes to Approve the request 
 
Hemingway addresses Mr. Covert asking if there have been any complaints filed against Linda Carnahan at 7070 E. 
Carpenter Rd regarding her dog kennel.  Mr. Covert says we have not had any complaints filed.   
 
Hunt makes a motion to renew kennel permit Dk-73-3, Linda Carnahan, 7070 E. Carpenter Rd Davison, 16-30-100-
001.  



Harris supports motion. 
Hemingway calls for a vote: Aye- 4, Nay -0 
Motion passes to renew kennel permit.   
 
 
Election of chairs for 2025: 
Hunt makes a motion to keep chairs as was in 2024 with the exception of Vice Secretary which will be Ken 
Pennington for the 2025 year. 
Harris supports motion 
Hemingway calls for a vote: Aye- 4, Nay – 0 
Motion passes.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: NONE 
  
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: NONE 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 8:02  
Hunt makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Pennington supports the motion. 
Hemmingway calls for a vote. 
Aye- 4, Nay-0 
Motion carries to adjourn the meeting.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Bill Hunt, Secretary 
 
 
 
Melissa Duplanty- Recording Secretary  
 
 
 


